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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 TOKYO 03934 101001Z 
ACTION EB-08 

INFO OCT-01 EA-12 ISO-OO AGRE-00 CEA-01 CIAE-00 
COME-OO DODE-OO FRB-01 H-02 INR-10 INT-05 L-03 
LAB-04 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 CTME-00 AID-05 SS-15 
STR-07 ITC-01 TRSE-00 USIA-15 SP-02 SOE-02 OMB-Ol 
DOE-11 STRE-00 /113W 

053088 101005Z/14 

P 100912Z MAR 78 

FM AMEMBASSY TOKYO 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIOROTY 6013 

UNCLAS TOKYO 3934 

PASS STR AND AGRICULTURE ELECTRONICALLY 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAGR, ETR 

SUBJECT: NEWS REPORT OF ORANGE TAX 

1 . JAPAN PROVISIONS NEWSPAPER HEADLINED ARTICLE ON MARCH 8 
REPORTING THAT MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY (MAF) 

UNDER PRESSURE FROM AGRICULTURAL DIET MEMBERS, IS CONTEMPLATING 
A LEVY OF 200 YEN PER CARTON ON IMPORTED FRESH ORANGES. ARTICLE 
WAS NOT CARRIED BY ANY MAJOR DAILIES OR OTHER TRADE PAPERS. 
TRANSLATION OF ARTICLE HAS BEEN FORWARDED BY INTERNATIONAL AIR 
MAIL TO FITZSIMMONDS, FAS/USDA. 

2. EMBASSY STRONGLY PROTESTED THE REPORTED PROPOSED INCREASE 
IN TAX AND CAUTIONED MAF THAT THIS KIND OF ACTIVITY WILL ONLY 
INVITE CRITICISM OF JAPAN'S EFFORTS TO REDUCE ITS TRADE IMBALANCE. 
THIS MOVE ALSO WOULD REPRESENT DIRECT CONTRADICTION TO SPIRIT 
OF STRAUSS/USHIBA AGREEMENT. MAF DENIED MAKING SPECIFIC 
PROPOSAL OUTLINED IN PRA 1 BUT DID NOT DENY POSSIBILITY 

OF AS YET UNDEFINED "ADJUSTMENT PROGRAM". EMBASSY WILL CONTINUE 
TO MAKE STRONG REPRESENTATIONS AND REPORT ON 
STATUS OF THIS PROPOSAL. 
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Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 jan 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978TOKYO03934 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7801 07-1 048 
Format: TEL 
From: TOKYO 
Handling Restrictions: 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780380/aaaacpmb.tel 

Line Count: 56 
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Previous Classification: n/a 
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Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
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